
WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
AS101 ASTRONOMY I: Our place in the cosmos

COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE DESCRIPTION
AS101, we will examine our night sky, the Sun, the Moon, the Earth and the other planets. Our goal is to examine the origins of the Solar System, life on Earth, our neighbours, and the future evolution of our neighbourhood. We will explore the possibility of life on other planets and ask whether our place in the Cosmos is unique or not. We will talk about the SETI program and the use of various astronomical instruments. Along the way, not only will you learn about the amazing structure of the Universe, but also about how science works, and how we have gradually developed our modern perspective of the Universe.

Prerequisite: No prior knowledge of astronomy is required in this course. Knowledge of basic high school
algebra, and lots of curiosity about the cosmos.
	Instructor

Course Director: Dr. Ioannis Haranas

Email: iharanas@wlu.ca
Office: Science Building, : Dept. of Physics and Computer Science, Wilfrid Laurier University Science Building,  Room N 2079, 
Office hours: Tuesday 4-5 pm
Lecture Room: 1E1

Course website: http://bohr.wlu.ca/as101/
Lecture slides: Posted on MyLearningSpace @ https://mylearningspace.wlu.ca/
Required Course Material:

1.(ASTRO 2nd Canadian Edition, Authors: Seeds, Backman, Ghose, Milosevic-Zdjelar, Read, Publisher: Nelson
          Readings for the course will be assigned from this textbook. If you decide to use a previous version of the
          textbook, keep in mind that you are responsible for ensuring that you learn the same material.


	NOTE: only student emails sent from valid @wlu.ca addresses will be read and answered.


COURSE CONTENT:

· The scale of the universe

· Observing the night sky

· The seasons, lunar phases, and eclipses
· The story of astronomy and the scientific method

· Newton’s Law and the theory of Gravitation

· Observing the Universe: matter, light and telescopes

· The formation of the Solar System

· Comparative planetology and exoplanetary systems

· SETI program 

Course Evaluation
Marks will be assigned for answering quiz questions during class (11 quizzes 0.5% per quiz a total of 5% ). Since the questions are meant to be instructive, marks are awarded regardless of the answer. Please note:

· In order to get full participation marks for a class, you must vote in every poll during that class.

· If you will be absent, you may contact the instructor to request a make-up a quiz.
Online Assignements: 20%
Assignments are due in one week will be completed and graded online using the MyLearningSpace “quiz” environment
Class quizzes will be completed and graded online using the MyLearningSpace “quiz” environment as well. There is a half an hour limit in the class to complete a quiz, and you can re-do a quiz to get a higher mark  for a whole week. There will be 11 quizzes, and your top 10 will count towards your final grade.
Midterm Exam: 30%
Date: TBA (in class. 80 min) OCTOBER 27th voted in class during the first lecture.
Final Exam: 45%

TBA  SOON (Emphasis after the midterm)
The midterm and final exams will evaluate your understanding of the material discussed in class and the assigned textbook readings.

Tips for Doing Well:

Participate in class – the clicker questions and in-class activities are designed to build your understanding of the
  important concepts in this course in a collaborative way

• Take some extra notes in class – although the slides will be posted online, you will want (or need) to add 
   information to them (e.g. connections that you discover, comments from peer discussions, unanswered questions 
   that you have)

• Ask questions – if something is unclear, please ask the instructor during class or office hours, or your classmates  
  during peer discussions

• Read the textbook before class – if you are prepared for every class, it will be easier to participate and you will  

  remember key ideas discussed in class more strongly

Instructor and Course Evaluation:

There will be opportunities to provide feedback about the classes and the course throughout the term, including a formal evaluation near the end of the term. These will be used to improve the course and the instructor's teaching during the semester and beyond.
Student Code of Conduct:

Students who register at Wilfrid Laurier University are subject to, and must become familiar with, the university's rules, regulations and policies and the university will assume that the student has done so. Rules applicable to students may be found in the sections Student Code of Conduct and Discipline and the University Policies website

the University Policies website.
Drop Dates for a Fall Course

The final dates for withdrawing from courses without penalty of failure are within two-thirds of the course. For more details please look at the academic calendar page 11. The official version is located at www.wlu.ca
Examination Deferrals:

The Academic Date section of the Calendar (Printed and Web Site Versions) clearly states the

examination date period for each semester. Students must note that they are required to reserve this

time in their personal calendars for the examinations. The examination period for Spring is AUGUST 2 – 15. Students who are considering registering to write MCAT, LSAT or GMAT or a similar examination, should select a time for those examinations that occurs outside the University examination period. For additional information that describes the special circumstances for examination deferment, consult the University calendar.
Student Awareness of the Accessible Learning Centre:

Students with disabilities or special needs, are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning Centre for information regarding its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Calendar

for information regarding all services available on campus.

Academic and Research Misconduct:

Academic misconduct is an act by a student, or by students working on a team project, which may result in a false evaluation of the student(s), or which represents a deliberate attempt to unfairly gain an academic advantage. Academic misconduct includes: please refer to http://www.wlu.ca/page.php?grp_id=2505&p=11452
Plagiarism Detection Software:

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism.
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